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Frank O'Brien

Next of Kin notified:

Contact Info:

Next of Kin Name:

Next of Kin

                       15 Y/O, TYLENOL OD, 

On 27Sep21 at 1725 hours Dr. Kokodis of Comer Children’s Hospital notified the Forensic
Institute regarding the death of 15-year-old ROWYN O’BRIEN under the medical record number
4200399. The incident occurred at the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy located at
1500 Sullivan Rd, Aurora, IL 60506. Investigator Lucero was assigned the investigation which
will be documented under the case number ME2021-09067.

According to Dr. Kokodis, on 21Sep21 (time unknown) O’BRIEN intentionally ingested
approximately 60 60mg tablets of Tylenol and went to sleep in what appeared to be a suicide
attempt. He awoke the next day on 22Sep21 and called his father to come and pick him up from
his boarding school because he did not feel well. His father brought him to St. Joseph Hospital
emergency room, and he was then transferred to St. Alexius Medical Center.  O’BRIEN was
diagnosed with intentional Tylenol overdose, received poison withdrawal measures and had
laboratory tests run. He did not test positive for any other drugs or alcohol. He was flown to
Comer Children’s Hospital on 24Sep21 for additional care and a liver transplant. He was
diagnosed with fulminant liver failure and received a liver transplant on 25Sep21. O’BRIEN
developed cerebral edema and had multiple apparent ischemic strokes. His family chose to
withdraw care on 27Sep21, and he was pronounced at 1630 hours at bedside by Dr. Kokodis in
the pediatric intensive care unit. It is noted that O’BRIEN has an open abdomen from his
transplant as doctors were unable to close and has an intracranial bolt present in the head due
to the edema. There was no trauma noted and no concerns for foul play.

Per family, O’BRIEN reportedly had a history of  but had not have any documented
suicide attempts. He had no other health history and did not take any medications.

O’BRIEN was identified on scene by hospital staff via his hospital ID. His next of kin is noted as
his Father George O’Brien and he was present at the time of death. O’BRIEN was ordered to
the Forensic Institute for further investigation by a pathologist. Medical records were requested.
No other information is available at the time of this report.

Narrative

RI Date/Time leaving for scene from office:

RI Departure from scene - time:

Pertinent Information

Scene:

RI Arrival on scene - time:
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DoctorPoint of contact:

Temperature of Environment:

False

RI Departure from scene - time:

Medications/Drugs on scene:

RI arrival at Institute:

Photographs taken on scene:

Unknown

Drug Name Pharmacy

Physician Name

Rx No

Rx Date

Number Issued

Number Left

Phone No Dosage

Name on Bottle

Note

Last Contact with physician:

No other history noted

Medical History

Attending Physician:

Unknown

General Medical History:

Unknown

End of Report

Investigator Reviewer

Date and Time completed: 9/27/2021 6:18:31 PM
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ResultSample #

Confirmed Positives

Sample Type MethodologyAnalyte
Foot
note

DNAHold N/A No Drug Data Available01-13

Screen

ResultSample # Sample Type MethodologyAnalyte

Comments (See NMS and/or LabCorp Reports, if applicable)

09/29/2021

Director, Lab

Date:

Lab Director

Footnotes

Test Panels
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09/28/2021

M.E. Case:

Deceased Name:

Report Date: 09/29/2021

ME2021-09067

Autopsy Date:

MARSHALL, HYEJONGPathologist:

O'BRIEN, ROWYN

Race:

15

Gender:

Age :

Male

Other

FINAL

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER
COUNTY OF COOK, ILLINOIS

2121 W. Harrison Street
Chicago, IL 60612

TOXICOLOGY REPORT

Tox Case: 21-5159



  OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER 
COUNTY OF COOK, ILLINOIS 

 

 

REPORT OF POSTMORTEM EXAMINATION 

 

 

NAME O’BRIEN, ROWYN EDWARD       CASE NO. ME2021-09067 

AGE 15    SEX Male   

DATE DEATH PRONOUNCED September 27, 2021 

DATE EXAMINED September 28, 2021 

EXAMINED BY Hyejong Marshall, MD  

 

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION 

 

The body is that of 67 inch, 178 pound, male compatible 

with the reported age of 15 years. The body mass index is 

28 kilograms per meter squared. The body is refrigerated, 

well preserved, and not embalmed. Rigor mortis is moderate. 

Livor mortis is on the posterior aspect of the body, except 

for the areas where pressures are applied. Appropriate 

identification tags are on the bilateral big toes and 

around the right wrist. A hospital identification bracelet 

is around the left wrist. 

 

The scalp is covered by short dark hair. The facial bones 

have no palpable fractures. The conjunctivae are pink and 

have no petechiae. The scleras are icteric. The nasal 

septum is intact. The external auditory canals have no 

discharge. The frenula of the lips are intact. The teeth 

are natural and in fair condition. The neck is symmetric 

and free of injuries and masses. 

 

The chest, abdomen, back, and extremities are symmetric and 

free of palpable fractures and deformities. The abdomen is 

rounded. The wrists are free of scars. The nails are 

intact.        

         

The anus is free of injuries.  
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CLOTHING & PERSONAL EFFECTS 

 

The decedent is clad in a hospital gown.  

 

 

EVIDENCE OF THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTION 

 

The right frontal area is shaved and has a 0.5 inch 

incision. A triple-lumen intravenous catheter is on the 

left side of the neck. A double-lumen peripherally inserted 

central catheter is on the left arm. An intravenous 

catheter is in the right antecubital fossa. An arterial 

line is on the right wrist. A needle marks is on the back 

of the left hand. A double-lumen intravenous catheter is in 

the right groin. A Foley catheter is placed.  

 

A curvilinear incision into the peritoneal cavity is below 

the rib cage line and covered by surgical packings and 

dressing. The surface the liver is red-brown, smooth, and 

glistening.  

 

 

SPECIMENS SUBMITTED 

 

1. A bloodspot DNA card is retained. 

2. Samples of subclavian blood, vitreous fluid, and 

urine are submitted to the toxicology laboratory. 

3. A section of the liver is retained. 

 

 

POSTMORTEM EXAMINATION FINDINGS 

 

1. History of recent excessive acetaminophen ingestion, 
medical record 

a. Status post recent liver transplant  
b. Jaundice 

 

 

CAUSE AND MANNER OF DEATH   

 

Based on the postmortem examination findings, medical 

record, and investigation reports, this 15-year-old male 

died of acetaminophen toxicity. The manner of death is 

suicide.  
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_____________________________ 

Hyejong Marshall, MD 

Assistant Medical Examiner 

 

October 5, 2021 

 



Companion Case to:

Case Type: Forensic Institute

Discovered by:

Address:

COMER CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL

Social Security:

35 English Prairie Rd
Elgin, IL 60124
County: Kane County

Relationship:

Deceased Phone:

10/11/2005

Notification

Star:

Agency or Institution making notification:

Last known alive:

Decedent / Subject

Time:

000-00-0000

Beat:

 5:25:48 PM

Discovered

Deceased DOB:

570-352-8510

Title:

  Kokodis

09/27/2021

Police Report #:

Deceased Gender / Race / Age:

Deceased Home Address & County:

MRN 4200399

Deceased Name:

Male / Other / 15 Y

Phone:

ROWYN O'BRIEN

Telephone Number:

Date:

Discovered Date/Time:

Unknown

Name:

Doctor

15 Y/O, TYLENOL OD, ATTEMPTED SUICIDEInitial Impression:

Title:
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Case Report

Dr. Kokodis

Doctor

Date and Time:

Identification of Deceased:

No apparent trauma

County of Occurrence: Kane County

Condition of body:

9/27/2021 4:30:00 PM

Bedside

09/22/2021

Fire Department on Scene:

CPR performed: N/A

Pronounced by:

EMS

Place deceased pronounced:

Address where ORIGINAL Incident occurred:

Place of Occurrence / Incident

Date:

SCHOOL - Other

List of Person Interviewed

Time of occurrence:

Method of Pronouncement:

1500 Sullivan Rd Aurora, IL              60506

Type of Premises:

Pronouncement

Positive Identification:

12:00:00 AM

PICU

Hospital:

Identification Means: Hospital ID Wristband

Additional ID Info:

Name / Relationship or title / Address / Phone Number:

  Kokodis 570-352-8510Doctor

 Frank O'Brien Father
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